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“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very
little will also be dishonest with much. (Luke 16:10) Jesus tells us in Luke’s Gospel that honesty is very important
even in the smallest matters, and even if no one notices your honesty.
For your own benefit as well as for the benefit of everyone it is most important that you are:

1. Honest to yourself - self-disciplined in your daily work, responsible in your behavior, and truthful with your words.

2. Honest to others - be faithful to your promises, uphold what is true, do not reveal secrets, and do not cheat others.

3. Honest to society - obey the laws, respect public property.

The reason that | am talking about honesty at this time is because | would like everyone to realize the importance of
building awareness in students of the importance of honesty. If students do not know how to be honest to themselves
and others, if for example they copy homework from a friend, steal a pen or pencil from a classmate or take a short note
of a calculating formula into the exam room, students will get used to being undisciplined and will become selfish and
dishonest.

It is as if the student bullies himself because he does not take responsibility for his actions, and he also bullies others
because it is cheating his friends. If the student does not stop this dishonest behavior, it can lead to corruption problems
in the future.

So if we create awareness of the importance of honesty among all students now, they will surely have a good heart. They
will not want to possess other people’s property or public property. Then Thailand in the next generation will be clean
and safe and free of the corruption we are suffering with nowadays.

Mr. Pisut Yongkamol
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This year Sarasas Ektra School has continued the stop bullying campaign. Last year there were
related activities such as vowing promises, raising awareness in classrooms, public relation boards etc. Each
department also has additional activities this year:

Infant Department lets students listen to Dharma from Phrakru Sangkarakpreecha Kityano,
Mahamakut Buddhist University through multimedia learning. The Dharma concentrated on virtues, and
also taught about not bullying others, not fighting to solve a problem and no fighting between friends.
Also on Mother’s day, there was an English drama show entitled “Sorry Sorry”. The show was a combined
effort between students and parents. The story taught about careful speaking, not to insult or fight for
things. In the last scene, parents taught us about how to behave without a bullying manner; having to be
kind and speaking politely to others.
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Primary Department organized the singing
contest and the song lyrics were about stop

bullying taken from the Ektra Singing Contest

2015 to sympathize the ones who got bullied o 1 w -

J Py v
and to support students in giving love and iy =r-? _r’ ;_ﬁf‘ T F
harmony to each other. Moreover there was a ' e -2 1&1,
drama show called “Short Plays : Stop Bullying”. g

They were stories about students fighting in

—.__\_\_‘_._"E

the classroom, and the teacher took care
of them and taught them until they stopped
bullying and became good friends. Also there
was a dancing set “Don’t laugh at me” showing
the bullying behavior, its
effect, and the way to

prevent bullying. Lastly, STOP
students said the oath BULLYING

of Stop Bullying on Wai
Kru Day etc.
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Secondary Department asked students to
create Stop Bullying signs, and the student
council set up photos to show about bullying so
that the students will realize the importance of
following the school’'s policy and seeing the
importance of no bullying, learning laws about
“infringement of others”, computer laws and
drugs. All in all, the students would learn what
the results of their actions were. Sometime they
did it without knowing it. Students also watched
the video clip about bullying. After that students
made notes about it, teachers and students
discussed the video content so they can
understand the situations that happened in the
video clips, and can stop bullying.

Moreover, foreign teachers in each year
level took turns in setting up the campaign about
stop bullying in English every Friday Drama and
acting along with songs are performing to show
the meaning of violence and stop bullying.
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The Infant Department organized a Little Storytellers
Activity on 29"-30" June 2015 to encourage
students who have communicative language skills
and are creative in telling stories. From this we
chose the students with the best skills to practice in
our school before being sent outside. 12 students
represented our school at TK Park. The project
was to foster intelligence by recruiting some ‘little
storytellers’ under the concept “Create Happiness;
Develop the Brain; Love to Read” every Saturday
and Sunday from 25" July to 8" August 2015 by
telling stories in Thai and English. The result is Miss
Tanyaporn Shinwasusin from KG.3G reached the
grand final of 12 contestants. She competed in the
final on October 2015.

¥
aan




AUNIYN

weunisznnlddniszninym Speech wazilau Essay Turiade
My Mom Luﬂ\ﬂuﬂ@mimuummqmm 1R9TZAUTUY.4-Y.6 LAz
ﬂm@ﬂﬂml,muum@ﬂumu Y.5-Y.6 Lmﬂi”mmwm Impromptu
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Tuszavdu Y.5 viada “Science is changing with our changing
environment” WAL A.T.NEAA TINgUNA Y.6E HFueda
TUZLRAUTZALTY Y.6 Wada “How can science improve the
Thai economy.”

**UENE Impromptu Speech ABnsWauL 1A NEN B

On Mother’s Day the Primary Department held a Speech and
Essay Writing Contest for Y.4-Y.6 on the topic” My Mom”.
Teachers also selected students from Y.5 and Y.6 to join
an Impromptu Speech Contest on National Science Day at
Sarasas Ektra School where students competed against 4
Sarasas Affliated Schools, namely Sarasas Witaed Saimai,
Sarasas Witaed Minburi and Sarasas Witaed Nakhonpathom.
Mstr.Natapong Kyle Lindqgvist from Y.5D won the Y.5
prize on the topic “Science is changing with our changing
environment” and Mstr.Kasidis Thirakaroonwongse from
Y.6E winning the Y.6 prize, on the topic “How can science
improve the Thai economy?”

**Remarks. For Impromptu Speech students are not allowed
to prepare beforehand **
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On the 25" of June 2015, the Secondary
Foreign Language Department, organized
an essay competition;: “The teacher |
appreciate” for Wai Kru Day 2015. The aim
of this activity was respecting teachers as
well as their work. The winning results go to:
1% Ms.Empa Rojritthakorn ~ Y.7A

2" Ms.Phanwa Boonthanapat Y.7B
3": Ms.Nitchisa

Hansachainan Y.8A




Logical-Mathematical Intelligence
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Learning : “Ourselves” (getting to know our hands)
From the 29" June - 3™ July, 2015 our Nursery students had
been learning about ‘Ourselves’, specifically learning about our
‘hands’ and other body parts enabling students to recognise
what different parts of their bodies are used for, how they work
and how to take care of them. Within our lessons, we set up
four activity bases, focusing on learning about our hands such
as Mathematics — teaching our students to count numbers by
using their hands/fingers. Learning how to identify numbers
and asking students to count the correct amount of buttons that
correspond to the number shown. Our school uses this theory
to help our students with basic learning activities such as
Mathematics to study other thmgs thoroughly
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JA More than Money Project

Junior Achievement (JA) Thailand hosted the JA
More than Money Project for Y.6 Comprehension Plus
students on 25" June and 2™ July 2015 to instill and
build managing money skills for Thai youths. JA
hopes students will gain more knowledge and
understanding in how to manage money so they
can adapt to use it in society nowadays. Students
learnt about financial vocabulary, the role of money
in the society, donating, saving, how to be smart
in using money, building up a business, managing
money. They finally answered some questions and
played a game. Students also received a certificate
from Junior Achievement Thailand upon completion.
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Science - Math Activity

On the 8"-9" of September 2015, The Academic Section of

Sarasas Ektra School set up a presentation of Y.7-Y.9 student

Projects on Multiple Intelligences which focused on Science

and Mathematics. The activity was divided into 2 sections:

1.Y.7 presented on the factors affecting seed germination of
a sunflower.

2.Y.8-9 presented learning media in everyday life, such as
creating geometric patterns with colored paper, making
lipstick from crayons. Science and Mathematics were
integrated. The students used their knowledge about the
state of matter and the skills of experimental measurement.
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Miniature Molding

Miniature Molding is an M.l. activity for
Y.6 students that corresponds to Spatial
Intelligence. The mold is a handmade
product that enables students to
practice using  their  creativity,
knowledge, attention to detail and
patience. Students can mold Thai sail
into different objects of shapes besides
vegetables and fruits, and can apply
molding techniques to foods such as
mini-snacks and other miniature food
portions.
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Visual-Spatial Intelligence
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‘The World of Amazing Colours’
Learning activities through themes, ‘The world of Amazing
Colours’ was a Nursery activity and the show was held
between the 6"-29" of July, 2015. The objective of this activity
was for our students to learn, understand, and be able to identify
different colours. Students learnt the colour vocabulary in
English, along with several other new words related to each
colour. Throughout the week, students learnt about colours
through a variety of classroom activities. The week’s activities
came to an end with a show, where parents were invited to
join in. The shows included dancing along with colour related
songs, question and answer activities, fashion shows,
storytelling and identification games. Joint activities such as
these allow our students to have fun, laugh and enjoy learning
together, as well as creating a good relationship between
students, parents and teachers.
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As part of the M.l. (Multiple Intelligences) projects,
Sarasas Ektra Secondary promoted a “Photo Activity”.
The purpose of this activity was to develop the students’
interest in art. They learned about shooting, composition
and technique of photography, the purpose needed to
inspire the students and challenge them for photography
on Mother’s Day, Wai Kru Day and other special events.
When all the activities were finished, the students
presented theirwork on M.I. Day. The photos were chosen
by the school to be posted on the school’'s website.
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Practicing Sports for Competition Campaign

Primary and Secondary Departments set up sport trainings for students
Y.4-Y.12 who are interested in sports such as basketball and futsal. The
training is done every Monday — Friday from 17.00-18.30 hrs. They learn
the basic skills of their sports. After the students have been practicing,
the teachers will choose 12-15 students to be school representatives for
various competitions. Secondary Students joined Junior NBA Program;
the program was organized by NBA and Shoot It Co., Ltd. The students
learned about the basic elements of Basketball such as shooting skills,
dribbling skills, and rebounding skills and also learned to play with fairness.
The programs are : 1. The National Training Program for Year 7 students
and basketball players. They were trained by the Thailand National Basketbal
| Team on 17" June 2015. 2. The International Training Program that the
school selected Miss Thanyaporn Thititanawat of Y.9A to join. She was chosen
to train with players from other countries and had opportunity to compete with
other junior's NBA form many countries and also watched the live NBA at
NIST International School on 16™-19" July 2015.
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Yoga in Our Morning
Activities

Infant Department introduced
Yoga Activity during morning
assembly for students to exer-
cise their muscles. This activity
has been run and demonstrated
by KG.2-KG.3. All students can
watch and participate with their
peers. Students will be physically
flexible, have strong movements
in each part of their body, healthy
and also ready for learning.
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Activity : “Mora | Primary Students”
Primary Department believes in Virtue and Morality
and thus the school has a “Morality” subject for
Y.1-Y.6. The students are trained to be good people.
Each time the teacher will give different topics
such as concentration, no stealing, no bullying,
gratitude. etc. The students have to answer
questions or act out dramas while the teacher
observes students’ behavior and how they apply
knowledge in their daily lives.
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Guidance Activity

The Secondary Department Guidance Section of Sarasas Ektra
School provided guidance activities in semester 1 of the
academic year 2015. The aim of activities were to help our
students get information from Universities. It helps students
reflect on their ability and they can choose the best university
that fits their purpose of future study. The school invited many
experts in education, universities and student alumni to
present information on morals and guidance periods at the
seminar room of St John the Baptist Building. The universities
that joined to our activity included, The Faculty of Management
Science of Silpakorn University, TEP/TEPE of The Faculty of
Engineering of Thammasat University, Thai - Nichi Institute of
Technology, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU.), the In-
ternational College of Mahidol University, Bangkok University,
Chinese Abroad Study Centre.Co,Ltd. and The Faculty of
Engineering of Chulalongkorn University.
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Ektra Star Kids

Our Infant Department held our 7" annual ‘Ektra
Star Kids’ activity on the 13" - 17" July 2015 to
encourage our KG.1-KG.3 students to be
performants, so that their talents become more
confident. The activity allowed students to show
their different abilities such as singing Western
songs, Thai songs, Chinese songs, playing the
piano, dancing, story telling and sport skill such as
playing tennis and many more shows. This activity
had fun and enjoyment, which gave the activity a
great and positive atmosphere.
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World Environment Day 2015

June 5" of every year is “World Environment
Day”. This year Primary and Secondary Dept.
organized World Environment Day Activities.
The school set up exhibitions to provide the
students the knowledge about the Environ-
ment Day and give them a chance to share
their ideas on “How to save the Environment”.
Other activities included English Essay Writing,
Poem Writing, Discussion about environment
and Drawing. There were three activities
bases. Each base had an activity supported
by students to understand an environmental
problem that was close to us, it was “Reduce,
Recycle and Reuse”. Furthermore Y.4-Y.6
students cleaned their classrooms to make
them neat and organized.
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“Empty Bucket Hero” Activity

At the beginning of July 2015, the Infant Department
started the ‘Empty Bucket Hero’ that supports students to
finish and appreciate all the food that they are served. It
is part of “No Leftovers” policy of Sarasas Ektra School
that teaches the students to know how to save, to think of
others and have their own virtue in consuming things
for their daily lives. Each classroom received one empty
bucket with their classroom name tag on it. At lunch time,
students who didn’t finish their food would throw their
left overs into their bucket. Teachers recorded to see
how much food was left in each class bucket and will
check to see which classroom has least left overs. They’'ll
be declared the winners. In conclusion the Infant
Department has observed that during the first week
there was leftovers in the buckets, but within 2-3 weeks,
students had reduced the amount of left overs or almost
no leftovers at all.
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The Natural Disaster Project
The Natural Disaster Project was a
Semester 1, 2015, activity of Y.5 students.
Itaimed to give students an understanding
and reality of how to handle different types
of natural disasters such as tsunamis,
wildfires, earthquakes, tornadoes, flooding,
or volcano eruptions. Students helped
create different and interesting projects
such as comic books, natural disaster
models, pictures and make a model
volcano to provide information about
how to be saved from natural disasters.
Students not only learnt and practiced
their creative ideas, they also learnt to
be in harmony as well. This activity was
closely guided by the foreign teachers.
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Infant Chorus Activity

Infant Department encourages musical activity. In Academic
Year 2015 we have selected students in KG.3 classes who
have the ability in music for a choir. We have 25 students in
the choir. They are trained by foreign teachers. The students
showed harmonized singing of “Mama | love you” song in
Mother Day Activities at Infant and Secondary Department.
The show has singing and accompanying rhythmic
movement. Besides, we took the choir students to show

outside at Future Mart Praram3 on 7" August 2015.
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Ektra Singing Contest 2015

Department of Music Study held the
“Ektra Singing Contest 2015”, between
June-July 2015 to give a chance for
students who love to sing a song to
develop their singing skills, their
performance, and self confidence. For
the primary department, there are five
students who passed to final round
from 32 candidates. In the final round
teacher asked students to sing a song
about ‘Stop Bullying’. The winner is
Ms. Yanin Prommachant Y.6D. For the
secondary department those who won the
contest, performed again on Mother's Day
Activity on 10" August 2015. The winners
were Ms. Nichaphat Ratchanakoon Y.7B
and Ms. Chanyanuch Udompornkul
Y.10A.
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Save the World Activity
In conjunction with our Mother's Day ceremony this year
our school held a ‘Save the World" activity. The activity

was held in mid-July 2015, inviting students and parents
from KG.1-KG.3 to send in a photograph designed and
decorated together with their child/children showing
what activity or activities they have been doing together
that helps ‘Save the World’. These pictures were then
displayed at school (under building 1) for everyone

to see during the days leading up to and after
our Mother's day ceremony. The Infant Department is
very impressed by the amount of parents and students

who took part in the activity. We aim to increase our
student’s awareness about how to do good things and
save the world.
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Interpersonal Intelligence

Happy Friday

Foreign teachers at the Primary Department continue
“Happy Friday” activities which they have been doing
since last year on Friday mornings. The teachers take
turns to present “Happy Friday” activities for the students
on the last day of the school week. This not only improves
students’ English knowledge, but also strengthens the
bond between teachers and students, as well as among
students themselves. It builds up harmony and goodW|II
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The Second Ektra Brotherhood

Building Friendship Activity

Secondary Department set up an activity to build Ektra
Brotherhood Friendship on 12" June 2015. The aim was
to build a good relationship between seniors and juniors
as well as foster good attitudes between friends and
school. The activity helped student’s potential in Year 12
management and leadership. The activities were hosted
by Year 12 students for Year 7 and Year 10 students
with the help of year level teachers. There were 4 activity
bases and concluded with a Mini Concert from the Year
12 music band. All students who joined this activity had
fun and enjoyment as well as could build and develop a
good relationship between seniors and juniors.
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W Closer



s Thal - Australlan Frlendshlp 71'\- .

Thursday 3™ September 2015
11:30 am

Mr. Alistair Lawrence, accompanied by Yr. 12 students Mstr. Bunyarit Lin, Mstr. Nithiporn Yompakdee,
Mstr Supachot Kokiattimanon, Miss Pornsinee Sivilaikul and Miss Napat Sermwattana, paid a visit to H.E.
Ambassador Paul Robilliard at the Ambassador’s Residence at the Australian Embassy in Bangkok.

Encouraged by the recent words of the Australian Prime minister, Mr. Tony Abbott after the Erawan Shrine
bombing, that Australians should continue to visit Thailand and not be intimidated by terrorists, our school
administration, teachers, students and parents wanted to show support for the gesture and solidarity of
Mr. Abbott’'s words and the strong friendship between Thailand and Australia.

H.E. Ambassador Paul Robilliard invited us into his residence for morning tea and a chat before our students
presented him with a letter from our Director, Mr. Pisut Yongkamol and a collection of student, teacher and
parent signatures to be sent on to the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Abbott showing support and
appreciation for Australian — Thai friendship. Miss Napat was also lucky enough to give an informal piano
performance for the Ambassador on the residence’s grand piano.

A visit like this is a good opportunity for our students to understand and learn more about Thailand’s
neighbours, their customs and cultures.
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Ektra — Hong Kong Educational Cooperation.

From the 14"-28" June 2015 Sarasas Ektra
School welcomed visits from three Hong Kong
Scholars. They were here at Ektra during that time
to undertake research, conduct seminars and
workshops and provide valuable advice based
on their South East Asian perspective and current
knowledge of bilingual education. They were:

1. Dr. Angel Lin, with over a 10 year association
with Sarasas Ektra School.
Professor
Faculty of Education
The University of Hong Kong

2. Dr. Jackie Fung King Lee
Associate Professor
Department of Linguistics and
Modern Language Studies
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

3. Dr.LoYuenYi
Assistant Professor
The University of Hong Kong

Dr. Lin prepared a seminar for the Association of
Private Schools for English Program or APEP on
Saturday 20" June. The seminar was conducted
at the St. Louis Auditorium at the St. Louis College/
Hospital. The seminar was well attended by bilingual
schools from both in and out of Bangkok. Direc-
tor Pisut felt it important to send some Thai and
foreign teachers to this seminar to find out the latest
trends. Dr. Lin presented on the topic: ‘Buy one get
one free?’ How to Integrate Content and Language
Learning: A Whole School Approach.

On Friday 26" June, Dr. Lin also had a 3 hour
presentation exclusively for Sarasas Ektra Foreign
teachers on the topic of CLIL: Content and Language
Integrated Learning. One of the most important
concepts for our foreign teachers was the idea
of a two in one’ teacher: they have to be not only
content, but language teachers too.

EKTRA
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Dr. Lee also presented a workshop to specially
invited teachers from Sarasas Ektra, Witaed Saimai,
Witaed Minburi and Witaed Nakon Pathom schools
on the 20" June in the afternoon at the Ektra Seminar
Room at the Secondary Campus. Her workshop
proved to be most useful and was titled: Making
grammar instruction more effective — What should
teachers be aware of? Dr. Lee also conducted
some research on practical grammar lessons with
Yr. 10 and Yr. 11 students at the Ektra Secondary
Department. Dr. Lee also had the chance to observe
some of our Thai Grammar teachers in action.

Dr. Yi, who visited for the shortest length of time,
conducted some science teaching research with
Mr. Jesse, our science coordinator in the Secondary
Department as well and taking the chance to see
how our foreign and Thai teachers taught science
here in Thailand.

This is part of the high level of cooperation between
the University of Hong Kong and Sarasas Ektra
School since an MOU were signed between both
earlier in 2015.
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Welcome to the management teams and teachers from the Sarasas Affiliation

2

Wm‘mLiﬂumimmuvaﬂmmmmaumLi‘ﬁluﬂmammim Sarasas Ektra School was honored in welcoming
fil‘ﬂu?‘l_IINLﬁ‘?;lusluLﬂ?@@’W&’mwm’]ﬂﬂE’}L?;IF;I!LI‘I]ZJNWH mu Sarasas Affiliated Schools for their visiting.
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mqu@u,m@mmuﬁm@1mmumq,mmmuﬁmmﬁuﬁ, Witaed Klongluang, Sarasas Witaed Thonburi, Sarasas
mmmuﬁmmwwqﬂﬁ AN98NAININARNEN, 4198 %T Witaed Ratchaphruek, Sarasas Witaed Suksa, Sarasas
ANARNNTANAT, ATUIUNA, A1TEVRDINANTUALLT Witaed Samutsakhon, Darunnanukul, Sarasas Witaed
LAY ﬁ&:mmm;ﬁqu;;m@‘m Q;ﬂu‘],um’g‘;qum;@ﬂ Kanchanaburi and the Sarasas Affliated School Board
WAnIgIUNIaansBaunssaulusziutlsznndnen  came to observe the learming and teaching

- §uft 13 -27 A, 2558 : TEFURasHanN process at the Primary Department.

+On 13" -27" August 2015: Sarasas Witaed Nakhon
Pathom, Sarasas Witaed Minburi and Sarasas
Witaed Nongkhaem visited and observed the
Open House activity at Infant Department.
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Playing Music and Helping Society.

Ms. Tannawee Singsuree, Assistant to the Director, recently took the
Sarasas Ektra Student Saxophone Band to entertain blood donors at the Thai
Red Cross Society as part of the school’'s “CSR volunteers for society”. This project B
helps create awareness and a good attitude in students. Ektra’'s Saxophone |
Band received honors from Ms. Piyanan Kumkrong, the Manager of the Public
Relations Department for a warm welcome at the Thai Red Cross Society.
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Best Practice for Teaching Method
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Sarasas Ektra School hosted a teachers’ exchange for professional development entitled “Best
Practice for Teaching Methods” on the 8"-9" August 2015 at Sarasas Ektra School, Secondary Campus.
Teachers from Sarasas Witaed Minburi, Sarasas Witaed Saimai and Sarasas Witaed Nakhon Pathom joined
the activity with teachers from Ektra.

The objective of the exchange was for teachers to develop their teaching techniques by learning from
other teachers and applying them in their classrooms.
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A Thai administrator and foreign teacher’s representative attended an academic seminar on “How
other countries teach STEM” on Wednesday 15" July 2015 to develop Mathematics and Science teaching-
learning in the school. It was hosted by Nanmee Books Innovation. The activities involved the seminar run by
speakers who presented knowledge of setting up teaching Mathematics using the STEM style and teaching
Science in Hands-on style. The experimented science and mathematics classrooms for setting up STEM
activities to be applied at the school in the future were also demonstrated.
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Blood Donations

Sarasas Ektra Secondary Department
held blood donations on 13" August
2015 at Seminar room, Building 7, 7" floor
to encourage students to know how to give,
have a good heart and build great merit.
We got support from the Somdejprapinklao
Hospital team for blood donations. There
were the management, teachers and school
staff who joined the donation also.
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Fire Evacuation Drill
This year the school conducted a fire
evacuation drill as follows: Secondary
Department on 10" and 13" July 2015,
Infant Department on 15" July 2015 and
Primary Department on 23 July 2015.
Everyone learnt readiness for a fire
evacuation, learnt correct escape route
as well as students and teachers
learning for cooperation and other
safety aspects | case of fire.




Flash news from Infant Department -
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The key features of the Infant Department’s program are the integration of language and content,
development of English skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing, and a focus on students being
fully engaged in activities themselves. There are also other ways that are important in supporting the ability
and the development of the children, and this year the school has set up learning activities such as
the following:

Learning Method and Science Activity

This year KG. 3 students took part in a Science
learning activity as part of learning and teaching in the
subject “Thinking and Science”. This subject helps
students learn about the connections among things in
their daily lives. Students learn about scientific principles,
reasoning, experimentation, findings and conclusions
through each of the steps required.

The activity took place in a Science Show at
Sarasas Ektra School, Infant Department, under Building 1.
Science experiments were displayed and explained by
teachers using funny stories and exciting materials in the
experiments. Students learnt about static electricity, air
pressure, balancing, friction, counteraction, wind power
and gravity. Students also joined in the experiments with
their teachers, and teachers guided them, answering
questions and explaining all the methods so that they
would understand clearly.

Students had fun and gained more scientific
knowledge about the things around us. They learned how
to use observation and analysis in these Science activities,
and the activities also conformed with the M.I. theory for
Naturalist and Scientific intelligences.
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The Project Approach

Each project requires students to search for
information on topics that interest them. KG.1-3 students
learnt about the Project Approach in their classes. All
students in the classroom were brainstormed for their
ideas, what questions they had, and what they would
like to learn and experiment on in any topic. All students
helped in thinking of key questions and tried to find the
important features of each project. They tried to find the
answers to the questions through a three-step learning
method, as follows:

+ Step 1: Beginning. Students chose the topic that they

would like to learn about, set up key questions and
tried to find the answers. Homeroom teachers helped
and guided students.

» Step 2: Collecting information about the topic. The

h

teacher helped students to find information to answer
their questions. The teacher drew a mind map for them, l
using media and tools in the experiment that would

help students to learn and analyze the information. '
» Step 3: Conclusion. Students arrived at a conclusion

through searching for more information and experi-

menting to see if it conformed with their hypothesis. &

-

Students presented their project in class and then
showed it to their parents.

Each classroom applied the project approach to a different topic, such as fish, butterflies,
dinosaurs, lotuses, sunflowers, eggs, trees, grapes, musical instruments, tee shirts, milk, and more.
Students received help from the teacher in planning, gathering information and in guidance about what
the students really wanted to know. Through this they learnt some basic research approaches and
methods, e.g. what they really want to learn and how they will find out about it, what the benefits are in
doing so, what can they do with this knowledge, and so on. The activity supported good relationships among
students, teachers, and parents. It also conformed with M.I. theory in many ways, such as developing
Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalistic and Scientific intelligences.
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Flash news from Primary Department
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Learning English language outside the
classroom is one way to encourage students to
use more English at school and to be able to
use it in daily life, so the Primary Department has
introduced additional activities for English
language to increase students’ competence in
language more effectively, such as the following.

The Primary Department has started
Language Clinics. These help Y.4-Y.6 students
who have less skill in English than their class-
mates. They are conducted by Ms. Hasnee, highly
qualified in Phonetician who has more than 20
years’ teaching experience in Linguistics to
university students in Tunisia. She teaches the
students to understand well when they read, and
builds in them more skills in writing correctly.
Students attend the clinic twice a week, on
Wednesday and Friday during lunch time at
Building 6, Multimedia room.
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Foreign teachers have organized English
language activities such as the Grammar club.
Ms. Ritika taught Y.1-Y.3 and Mr. Razvan taught
Y.4-Y.6. A student representative from Y.1-Y.6 was
selected to attend the English language Phetyod-
mongkut Contest, Academic Year 2015. Teachers
taught students in the morning before they go to the
classroom.

The Drama club was arranged into 3 levels.
Mr. Alfred and Ms.Ranee taught Year 4, Mr. Alex,
Ms. Ranee, Ms. Nutsinee and Ms. Mulika taught
Year 5, and Mr. Razvan, Mr. Alex, Ms. Charlotte and
Ms. Ranee taught Year 6. Members of the Drama
club join in school activities such as Wai Kru day and
Thai Language day. Primary students performed the
short play “Stop Bullying” for students at the Infant
Department on National Mother’s day.

Mostly, in Drama club, students help in
creating the story, except for “Stop Bullying” which
was written by teachers. Through these activities
students develop creative ideas, create imagination,
confidence, concentration, and the ability to solve
unexpected problems. Moreover there are contests
in essay writing and speech for school activities
such as National Mother's day. For that day there
were contests in essay writing and a speech contest
on the topic “My Mom”. There was also a speech
contest for Science week on the following topics:
Year 4, “Science is a world of learning that never
stops”; Year 5, “Science is changing with our
changing environment”; and Year 6, “How Science

can improve the Thai economy”.
|

Moreover there is an

for Y.4-Y.5 students who are

English  project
learning English
through activities, The teacher taught students to
work as a team, and help discover and invent new
work. Each month the teacher will give a topic for
a project. For example, in July the teacher asked
students to do a project about Natural Disasters.
Students searched for information in English, and
wrote the information on their own words. They
also created models of natural disasters in different
forms, for example, making a comic book about
natural disaster, setting up a board for question
and answer. For each project the teacher will ask
students to do it by themselves, and practice
writing using creative ideas, learning to be patient,
to maintain harmony and develop their ability. The
teacher displayed students’ work in front of the
Library for other students to learn from it.

There is also an English language contest
every 2 weeks. Teachers set up boards in front of
the library to provide information about an important
day or any important activity, and write down 3-5
questions on the board. Students can write down
their answers and drop them in the boxes. There are
two boxes, one for Y.1-Y.3 students and another for
Y.4-Y.6 students. By the end of the week, teachers
will announce the winners from 1°-3 place. If one
question has many students answering correctly,
teachers will consider the most correct answer
as well as the one with the most correct grammar
to be the winner. The objective of this activity is for
students to gain knowledge about things around
them, enjoy answering as a game, and receiving
prizes from the contest.

For the future, Primary Department teachers
plan to start a Public Speaking Club led by foreign
teachers to develop students’ ability in different ways
to conform to the M.I. (Multiple Intelligences) theory
of Professor Howard Gardner.
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NINSSU Asian Student Leadership Conference (ASLC’2015)
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NINssU Asian Student Leadership Conference (ASLC’2015)

Twenty GAC students from Years 10 — 12 were able to attend the Asian Student Leadership
Conference in Singapore held 22"-26" July 2015. This conference, conducted by Youth Ambassadors (YA)
Singapore, brought together students from Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam
and Thailand. Their objectives were to learn how to be good leaders and to be able to apply their knowledge
and understandings to the improvement of their own countries. The conference was comprised of indoor and
outdoor activities in which students were enabled to use and improve their English language, learn about the
variety of cultures in the region, develop leadership skills, know more about some unintended impacts on the
natural environment, and build their own character. Some of the activities were as follows:




22" July 2015

* Ice breaking: Everyone got to know each other via
games and activities in which people had to work
together to solve problems or put something together,
to compete and have fun.

23" July 2015

+ Accounts from individuals’ real life experience of
failure and bankruptcy etc. until they became
successful and won acceptance in their homeland
and abroad. We heard from
1. Mr. Glenn Linn: Owner and CEO of GLC Pte. Ltd.
2. Mr. Chia Luck Yang: Owner of EduSnap.

+ Campfire activity: Students performed short plays that
showed how to build relationships with each other’s
countries.

24" July 2015
+ Learn social responsibility by designing a
photographic display of date-expired food. Ask
students to separate food that people bring for
charities to give to the homeless.
+ Describe the skills necessary to make a difference in
society.
1. Mr. Josephus Tan: Vice President of Fortis Law
Cooperation
2. Ms. Christine Hoe: ACT Education Solutions
3. Mr. Marc Goh: Owner of Clinic Buddy Pte. Ltd, and
founder of Project Bidadari.

25" July 2015

+ Competition among projects designed to develop
students’ own countries. Students competed as small
groups. There were 50 groups altogether. A group
made up of students from Sarasas Ektra School was
first runner-up with a project for teaching English to
students with disabilities.

+ The students who made up that group were as

follows:

1. Miss Varitthaya Rassamee Y.12E
2. Mr. Prin Parinyanusorn Y. 11E
3. Mr. Panu Kijsiripornchai Y. 11E

4. Miss Pidsinee  Leiwchalermwong Y.10C
5. Miss Onjira Wangveeramitr Y.10C
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GAC Course

The GAC Course or The Global Assessment Certificate for Y.10-Y.12 is one of the outstanding courses
for using English. It takes 6 semesters or 3 educational years starting in the first semester of Y.10 and
finishing in the second semester of Y.12, at the same time with regular studies.There are 3 levels for learning
with the main subjects of English, Mathematics, Business Computer, Science and Social Science.
Systematic learning and skill development are supplimented by self-studying while the teacher is the
advisor at the same time. Moreover, students study the IELTS course which must be passed by all
students before the graduation. Other Thai academic subjects, such as Thai Language and Social Studies
are also taught in the regular semester. Lecture, self-study, group assignment, debate and presentation
in English are the methods applied in the GAC.

The presentation by Power Point is an example of Social Science learning. Starts from dividing
students to work in groups, 2-3 persons each while the topic is specified, such as a Global Issue or
Global Problem is the main topic. It can be divided into 4 sub-topics, such as Environmental Problems,
Social Problems, Economical Problems and Political Problems. Each group must select a Global Issue
to analyze the sub-problems which are the results of the main problems, by self-studying, finding out
the problem’s connection and the solutions for the problems. Then, the presentation to the teacher and
roommates will be held in the classroom.
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Evaluation is made through the examination and frequently showing ideas, including the teacher’s

suggestion which helps the students to show their abilities or skills and develops their confidence in better

English communication. There are 4 generations of graduated students who passed the entrance examina-

tion and study the bachelor degree level in many famous universities both domestic and abroad. They also

adapted the knowledge from the GAC for learning in universities.

The results of GAC students attending universities are shown in the following table.

1% generation
20 students

2" generation
20 students

3™ generation
27 students

4™ generation
40 students

Chulalongkorn University 6 4 6 4
Thammasat University 4 9 7 9
Mahidol University 3 1 10 11
King Mongkut University of Technology Thonburi 1 1 - 3
Assumption University 2 (100% scholarship 2 5 1
for 4 years:1 person)
Dusit Thani College 1 - - -
Kasetsart University - 1 - 1
Japanese-Thai Institute of Technology - - 5 1
Srinakarindrawiroj University - - 1 -
Burapha University - - - 1
Abroad universities 3 2 3 9

30% scholarship : 3 persons, 65% scholarship :1 person and 48,000 Yen/ month: 1 person in Japan

At present, there are 35 students of M6 in the 5th generation, 36 students in M5 and 62
students in M4. The result that students can also study both GAC and regular course at the same

time. They have a better opportunity to take the entrance examination for both Thai and international

universities. This course is very interesting for students and their parents.
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Please introduce yourself

Hello, my name is Woramek Manosithisak, SES#16 and GAC ‘4’. | studied at
Sarasas Ektra School for 12 years and have recently graduated. There was nothing
special during my junior years, but this all changed during Year 10 when | started upper
secondary school. | faced more challenges because | joined the GAC program which
featured many “Assessment Events.” It meant | had lots of work to do. | also had to get
ready for university entrance exams, so | needed to prepare myself by taking tutoring
courses and reading many books in preparation. Although it was a difficult three years,
it was fun and | was able to apply to the faculty | wanted: the Faculty of Medicine at
Burapha University.
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What you have learnt
from Sarasas Ektra School?

| will separate my answer into two
parts: academic knowledge and the things |
have learnt from doing activities. In academic
knowledge, | would like to say that the English
skills that | have learnt from the GAC program
are very useful. Also, the GAC program taught
me about skills that are useful for university,
such as time management and working
backwards from backlines. One of the most
important skills that the GAC taught to me was
to become an active learner. My teachers gave
me the motivation to study harder, and they
also answered all the questions | asked.

The activities at school gave me the
chance to improve my working skills: they
taught me to be able to work together with
others as part of a team. For example, in
science week we had to work as a group on
one of the areas we wanted to study. | chose
to research about producing an indicator
from Butterfly Peas. This involved writing a
report (approximately 50 pages), which gave
me lots of experience about completing a
science project. Another good example was
our Christmas show: my class worked well
and built friendships and skills from working
together.

How did you manage yourself
to get good grades and get into
a good faculty?

The way that | managed myself and got
good grades was to listen to what the teachers said
and obey and respect all the teachers in the school.
| also used some tricks such as summarizing
lessons, or talking with my friends about the content
of some subjects such as Physics and Chemistry
during the school exam seasons. It took lots of
effort to achieve my goal of entering my chosen
faculty. At first | didn’t think that | would be able to
get into a Faculty of Medicine. The way | managed
this was not only reading books, but also practicing
answering many types of questions.

| could not have achieved all this alone, | was
able to do it because | had support. Firstly, from my
family who gave me support and encouragement.
Secondly, from my teachers who gave me advice
and answered all the questions about anything | did
not understand. Lastly, from my friends with whom
| shared both good and hard times, as they also
encouraged me along the way.

Do you have any suggestions
for your juniors?

Follow these two main steps:

1. Set your goals — the most important thing for
success in applying to a university is to set
your goals: when you have them, you will be
able to better focus.

2. Management — not only manage your time, but
also manage how to read books, and practice
for entrance exams effectively.

Woramek Manosithisak,
SES#16 and GAC ‘4’.
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Sarasas Ektra School :

Website : www.ektra.ac.th

admin@ektra.ac.th

[suiISsuansanauionmnsn 336/7 Sathupradit Rd., Bangpongpang, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120
Tel : 0-2212-9930-1, 0-2213-0117, 0-2674-2450-2 (Infant Dept.) Fax : 0-2674-0499, 0-2212-0152, 0-2674-2663 (Infant Dept.)
E-mail :



